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Account of the Rev. Mr. Lee. 
(Concluded from page 298.) 


In Mathematics, we are told, Mr. Crichton was perfectly 
‘“¢ well seen,” and that he offered to dispute upon mathematical 
subjects. Of Mr. Lee I have something much more definite to 
relate: when he entered at Cambridge he was unacquainted with 
the mathematics; but in one fortnight he qualified himself to at- 
tend a class which had gone through several books in Euclid, and 
he soon after discovered an error, not, indeed, in Euclid, but in 
a Treatise on Spherical Trigonometry, usually bound up with 
Simpson’s Euclid, the 14th proposition of which Mr. Lee dis- 
proves. Now, as Simpson’s edition of Euclid may be looked 
upon as a text book in either university; as it is the one usually 
put into the hands of students, and to which the lectures of the 
tutors apply, it is most wonderful that a mistake should have been 
pointed out in such a work, and for the first time, as it should 
seem, bya student of not many weeks standing in that science. 
And as the highest honours are given at Cambridge to mathema- 
tical learning, Mr. Lee must have anticipated a safe and easy road 
to those honours. But he considered this point, as he does all 
others, with that sobriety of mind with which he was so eminently 
gifted, and he contented himself with a competent knowledge of 
mathematics, lest further attention to that seducing science should 
interfere with those studies in which the highest interests of man- 
kind were concerned; and this decision speaks volumes as to 
Mr. Lee’s theological views. Mr. Crichton, no doubt, was well 
read in the school of divinity of his day, but I know not that any 
of his polemical victories have been handed down to us; but of 
Mr. Lee it may be said, if he has an ambition, it is to know the 
Word of God himself, and to impart that Word to others, though 
whether he shall be honoured upon earth as the instrument of the 
good he has done, or may do, is, I believe a very inferior consi- 
deration with him, or rather no consideration at all. His exer- 
tions in this behalf are more than I can trust my memory with, 
but I have taken some pains to procure a note of them, (and 
which the Archdeacon then read as follows:)}—1. The Syriac 
New Testament edited by Mr. Lee, and published, is not a con- 
tinuation of that begun by Dr. Buchanan, but an entirely new 
work, for which Mr. Lee collated three ancient Syrian MSS. the 
Syrian Commentary of Syrius, and the Texts of Ridley, Jones, 
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and Wetstein.—2. An edition of the Malay New Testament, from 
the Dutch edition of 1733; and the Old Testament is now in the 
press.—3. An enlarged and corrected edition of Mr. Martyn’s Hin- 
doostanee Prayer-Book, in conjunction with Mr. Corrie.—4. A 
tract, translated into Persian and Arabic, and printed, entitled “ the 
Way of Truth and Life,” for the use of Mahometans.—5. A Malay 
Tract for the London Missionary Society ; and some Tracts in Hin- 
doostanee, for the Society for Instructing Lascars.—6. A Tract in 
Arabic, on the New System of Education, written by Dr. Bell, 
and first translated by Michael Sebag, for Baron de Sacy, Oriental 
Interpreter to the King of France.—7. Dr. Scott having translated 
the service for Christmas day from the Prayer-Book of the Church 
of England into Persic, Mr. Lee has added to it the rest of the 
Liturgy.—8. Mr. Lee has under hand a new translation of the 
Old Testament into Persian, in conjunction with Mirza Khaleel. 
—9. Mr. Lee is printing an Hindoostanee New Testament.—10. 
He is preparing for an Ethiopic Bible and other works.—11. 
Mr. Lee has moreover made a new fount of letter for Hindoo- 
stanee and Persian printing, and a new fount for an edition of 
the Syriac Old ‘Testament, and for which he has collated nine an- 
cient MSS. and one ancient Commentary. Some of these were 
collated for the London Polyglot; but Mr. Lee looks upon those 
collations both as incorrect and deficient. He hopes to restore 
many omissions both in London and Paris Polyglots. 

The Archdeacon proceeded to observe, that the next article 
was the Belles Lettres. Much had been said of the facility with 
which Mr. Crichton composed in verse and prose, of his extem- 
porary recitations, and that he had written a comedy, many of 
the characters in which he enacted in his own person. When I 
first had the pleasure of conversing with Mr. Lee upon books, | 
found that he had read the Latin Poets usually introduced into 
schools, as Ovid, Virgil, Horace, &c. ; that he had read part of 
the Odyssey, as wellas the Iliad of Homer, some of the Greek 
minor poets, and some of the plays of Sophocles. Before we 
parted, I lent him the Memoirs of that interesting and extraordi- 
nary young man, Mr. Kirke White, then lately printed; Mr. Lee 
returned it to me very shortly, with a Latin Poem in praise of 
Kirke White, a Dialogue in Greek, on the Christian religion, and 
a Pious Effusion in Hebrew, all compiled by himself, when, as 
1 believe, he had not any access to books, for he was during the 
time, if I mistake not, upon permanent duty at Ludlow, as a Mem- 
ber of the South Local Militia for this county; and I believe the 
first prose composition of any length Mr. Lee turned his atten- 
tion to, was his History of the Syrian Churches in India, a me- 
moir which would do credit to the pen of any historian. High 
eommendations are given to Mr. Crichton’s skill in fencing, 
dancing, singing, music, and drawing. To some of these we 
may have no immediate parallel to produce on the part of Mr. 
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Lee ; but it should be observed, that the skill, the neatness, and 
the ingenuity of Mr. Lee’s mechanical performances evince the 
same justness of eye, and the same steadiness of hand, that must 
have been the groundwork of Mr. Crichton’s gayer achievments. 
As to music, Mr. Lee’s powers are not problematical—he taught 
himself to play upon the flute, from an accidental circumstance, 
with almost intuitive readiness ; and when the Shrewsbury Vo- 
lunteers were raised, he qualified himself with equal readiness to 
be one of their military band. All this time he was a member of 
a Singing Society, and gave private Lectures in Gothic Archi- 
tecture. Butif Mr. Lee is thus great in what he possesses, he is 
not less great in what he does not possess. If he appears in- 
ferior to no one in extent or variety of genius, he is without any 
of those eccentricities with which genius is so often concomitant, 
When Mr. Crichton gave a public challenge to disputation to the 
Literati of Paris, to one of his advertisements, stuck up on the 
Sarbonne, the following pasquinade was added:—*“ If any one 
wants to see this monster of perfection, let them inquire at the 
Tavern or the Stews.” But the whole of Mr. Lee’s life has been 
sober, moral, and consistent. He bears his faculties most meekly, 
The resources of his mind are unapparent till called forth. He 
sought not public society, but mingled in it when invited, with- 
out effort and without embarrassment: and, without losing any of 
his humility, he sustains his place in it with ease and independ- 
ence. Mr. Lee’s learning is without any tincture of pedantry ; 
and his religion is as far from enthusiasm on the one hand, as it 
is from lukewarmness on the other. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE RUINS OF ATHENS. 


[Extracted from the Journal of the Rev. Mr. Jowett, during his Visit to Smyrna, &c.] 


We wandered along the course of the Ilissus, the bed of the river 
being dry during the summer months. An intelligent guide sur- 
prises youat every step, by relating what once took place on 
spots which now seem quite insignificant. 

Here, at length, we come to the Stadium; so admirably adapted 
by nature for the purposes of athletic games. It is a very small 
oblong plain, surrounded on the two sides and at one end by 
small hills of very gentle slope; so that many thousand specta- 
tors might sit, with convenience and ease, to behold the contest. 
But where are the panting rivals ?—where the eager throng of 
spectators ?—How mute is every thing! Here are none to ap- 
plaud—none to burn and strain with emulation! Only a few 
men of another country, stumbling along the stony soil of the 
plain, or toiling up the side of the hill, faint with the morning 


sun of June. (1 Corinthians, ix. 24—27.) 
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We then parted, and I pursued my walk alone ; often pausing 
to gaze upon the surrounding scenery, and connect with it ideas 
of ancient times. ‘ Is it possible,’? [ often thought within my- 
self, ** that Cambridge, which now feeds upon the harvest that 
ripened in this spot, should ever become desolate, semi-barba- 
rized, and forgetful of her great men!” In thinking of such 
changes of this mortal life, | was more than ever impressed with 
the utter insufficiency of Science, Learning, and Liberty, to pre- 
serve the independence of a State. It is Religion, and that too 
the Christian Religion, which alone contains in it the seeds of 
social order, happiness, and stability. For this we look mainly 
to our Clergy—from our Clergy, to their source, the Universities. 
But if our ambitious youth who delight thus—* inter sylvas Aca- 
demi querere verum’’—should limit their inquiries to Newton or 
Aristotle—should they, like Pilate, barely utter the question, 
What is Truth ?”? without waiting or listening long to hear the 
answer from the lips of Him who spake as never man, not even 
Socrates, spake—should they thus grow up into nothing better 
than respectable, learned, gentlemanly Clergymen—then England 
might, ina few generations, become what Attica is now; and, 
having received a richer talent, would more justly deserve her 
doom. These thoughts rushed with overwhelming and painful 
force upon my mind, as I paced along, over the very ashes of the 
illustrious dead. It needs but to name them, to feel a vision 
raised of all that is most excellent in political skill, martial and 
naval glory, oratory, philosophy, discourse, poetry, sculpture, 
painting, architecture!—Now they know nol any thing neither have 
they any more a reward. 

How little this looks like Sunday! The Greek Liturgy was 
performed in the morning—traffic is now going on. 1! meet the 
common people driving horses into the city, laden with barley ; 
and groupes of Turks on horseback flourish by, with carnation 
flowers in their turbans. 

I preached [on board the Wasp, brig of War] from 1 Cor. i. 
26, 27. I will extract a passage from the Sermon, as it is the se- 
quel of my feelings in the morning. 

“ After all our reasonings, however, whether we can account 
for it or not, such is the plain historical fact—Not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, were called. 
They were, indeed, invited ; but they did not come to the mar- 
riage-supper of the King’s Son. Let us for amoment survey the 
scenery which now surrounds us; and be reminded, that, in this 
very spot, Athens once boasted her Orators, her Statesmen, her 
Philosophers; and gave precept and example to all that then 
could be called the civilized world. Yet, in this very spot, when 
St. Paul preached to them Jesus. and the Resurrection, they said,. 
What will this babbler say ? and others exclaimed, He seemcth to 
be a setter-forth of strange Gods, Let us reflect what scorn was thet 
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thrown on the cause of Christ Jesus, that only name given under 
heaven whereby we must be saved—our only hope of pardon—our 
grand motive and help toa life of holiness—our sure friend in the 
hour of death, and in the day of judgment: even Jesus, in whom 
the Father is always well pleased—had, in the sight of the most 
enlightened Athenians, no form nor comeliness that they should 
desire him. All their philosophy ended in this, that they did not re- 
cieve Him,in whomare hidall the treasures of wisdom andknowledge ! 
What shall we say to these things? We must acknowledge the 
insufficiency, or rather the depravity and perversity of humana 
reason. We must bend ourselves low before the altar of reve- 
lation ; and learn, from our Bibles, what we are by nature— 
what we may be by grace. We must see the necessity of praying 
that God would vouchsafe us the teaching of his Holy Spirit— 
that we may know—even that we may KNow the things which are 
freely given untous of God.” 

It is needless for me to describe with minuteness what other 
travellers have described before; or to attempt to express the 
rapture and amazement which fill the mind at the sight of these 
confused piles of ruins. ‘The havoc of time and war has been 
most prodigal. Massy fragments of marble of the finest form 
seem tohave been tossed about, as if the sport of the children of 
the giants. Whoever has set foot on the Acropolis, or has ob- 
served how antiquities are scattered about in every lane and nook 
of Athens, will understand the vivid picture drawn by Jeremiah 
in the Lamentations—The stones of the sanctuary are poured out 
an the top of every street. Still there are vast remains of majesty 
and beauty. 

Here are nine English visiting Athens, besides ourselves. Three 
of them are artists, sitting beneath umbrellas, taking plans and 
drawings. ‘They have already been one year from England ; and 
they will be another year out, exploring Greece and Italy. Do 
not such men shame missionaries ; or rather some who remain at 
home, but should be missionaries ? 


A SUNDAY IN PARIS. 


From Raffles’ Tour during the Summer of 1817. 
(Continued from page 295.) 


From the chapel royal we proceeded to the Oratoire, in the 
Rue St. Honore, the Protestant church. Itis a very spacious 
and venerable edifice, and was well filled with an elegant congre- 
gation, consisting chiefly of ladies ; Monsieur Manod was in the 
pulpit, but I could not get near enough to hear distinctly his dis- 
course ; from what J could hear, it appeared to be upon the great- 
ness of God. His manner was animated, his action sufficiently 
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abundant, but not remarkably graceful, and his voice by no 
means well managed. He seemed to preach memoritor, and he 
made frequent and long pauses between the paragraphs. In the 
little that I caught, there was no allusion to the grand funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel, repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; and those of our party who were 
nearer to the preacher, and who heard distinctly, informed me 
that in in these respects it was lamentably deficient. 

There are three ministers in the Oratoire; the opinions and 
sermons of two of them are much in unison with those of the rational 
christians, or unitarians of our own country ; the other, however, 
whom I had not the good fortune to hear, is of a different cast, 
and his preaching is said to be decidedly evangelical. Besides 
these, there is Mons. B. who,though he does not preach,studied at 
the seminary at Gosport, and is employed under the auspices of 
the missionary society, in doing what he can towards the es- 
tablishment of schools and the distribution of religious tracts. 
It did not appear to me that he had done much, or that much at 

resent is likely to be done, except in the instruction of children. 
The school connected with the Oratoire however, is by no means 
large ; J think not more than one hundred children altogether. 
With respect to the distribution of religious tracts, there seems 
to be a prejudiee in the minds of the people against those printed 
in England, merely from the circumstance that they are English. 
If any extensive circulation of them should take place, it must be 
through the medium of the French press. 

But alas! alas! Parisis a hopeless scene, populous and splen- 
did as it is, and rich in the sublimest productions of human ge- 
nius, it is a spiritual desart of moral waste. The life of God does 
not animate its people, the voice of prayer is not heard in its 
dwellings, its public haunts are thronged by practical if not avow- 
ed atheists. Those who are called religious, are the victims of 
the grossest superstitions ; those who bear the office and wear the 
habits of the priesthood, are many of them, the secret votaries 
of infidelity. Such as call themselves Protestants, are sunk in 
the coldest indifference, and awfully fallen from the doctrines and 
the spiritot the reformers ; and perhaps, itis not exaggeration tosay, 
that a man of lively devotionand genuine piety in Paris, isas greata 
rarity as a civilized being in the wilds of Africa; while the light 
of true religion, if it be not utterly extinguished, shines like the 
glimmering taper ina sepulchral vault,struggling with the noxious 
vapours that every where surrounded it, and scarcely distin- 
guished amid the deep and palpable darkness upon which its fee- 
ble rays are shed. 

The state of religion among the Protestants, where one should 
naturally look with some degree of confidence, may be pretty 
correctly gathered from the circumstance, that they are quite as 
indifferent to the sanctification of the Sabbath day as the Catholics ; 
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and in this, it is awful to relate, their ministers set them the ex- 
ample. The Protestant clergy in Paris may be seen on the 
morning of the Sabbath, dicharging the most sacred duties of their 
office, ‘and in the evening sitting at the card-table and deeply en- 
gaged in play. I could not have believed the report, had [ not 
been informed of the melancholy fact by several persons who 
had seen them so occupied at that season, and I might have wit- 
nessed it myself, had I chosen to profane the Sabbath by going to 
the parties in which they visit. Nor is the case with regard to the 
violation of the Sabbath by the Protestant clergy of Paris singular, 
and to be attributed to the superior dissipation of the capital. 
At Nismes,concerning which we have heard so much lately, and the 
sufferings of whose persecuted Protestant inhabitants cannot too 
deeply excite the pity and abhorrence of mankind—at Nismes, 
two gentlemen, friends of mine, were absolutely ridiculed by the 
Protestant ministers, for refusing to travel on the Sabbath day. 
I am aware that it may be urged as their apology, that the conti- 
nental Sabbath terminates with the morning service ; that there is 
no obligation at all upon the consciences of the people, with re- 
spect to the evening of the day. It is true, this is the case with 
the Catholic population ; but from ther errors these men profess to 
have separated themselves, and from them we have a right to ex- 
pect better things ; and I need scarcely observe, that better things 
would be seen, if the principles, whence only they can issue, 
were imbibed and felt. But what must be the tone of religious 
fecling, if it be proper to use the expression, in connexion with 
sucha state of things, when it is not sufficient to maintain, in the 
ministers of the reformed churches, an outward separation from 
the dissipations of the world, or a decent respect for the sanctity 
of the Sabbath day. There is something in travelling on the 
Sabbath day, abhorrent to the feelings and convictions of a pious 
mind: there is something in the devotion of that day to dusiness, 
at which a man of ordinary moral principle would shrink ; but in 
the prostitution of those sacred hours to cards, and that, too, by 
the ministers of religion—-ministers of the Protestant faith !—every 
sense of propriety, every idea of decency, established by educa- 
tion and maintained by habit, in an English breast, is violated ; 
and men who make no pretensions to piety themselves, start from 
such a dereliction of principle and decorum with disgust. Does 
not the command, “* Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 
day,”’ extend its obligations to the continent of Europe? Have 
we, in our little island, and amongst our rigid professors of reli- 
gion, misunderstood the extent of that command, and stretched 
it to the whole of the Sabbath, whereas it only intended half? One 
would almost be induced to think, by a comparison of our En- 
glish Sabbaths with those of the rest of christendom, that we had; 
but yet, the edict stands upon the inspired record, and so plainly 
written, that the way-faring man, though a fool, need not, can- 
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not err, in his interpretation—Remember that thou keep holy the 
Sabbath day. : 

If the old adage be correct—* like priest, like people’’—if the 
flock in general follow the footsteps of the shepherd, and the con- 
gregation take the standard of their religion and morals from 
their pastor, what can be expected from the great body of the 
people bearing the name of Protestant. Alas! it is the name 
only—the principles and ‘the spirit with which it was once asso- 
ciated, which animated the founders of their churches, and ren- 
dered their martyrs triumphant at the stake, are gone; and | 
have heard the observation from many whose long residence in 
France, and intimate acquaintance with the people of both com- 
munions, have enabled them to form an accurate opinion on the 
subject, thatif there be any vital godliness in this country, it is 
not amongst the Protestants, but the Catholics. A gentleman, 
who knew them all intimately, assured me he did not believe 
there was one decidedly pious family in the Oratoire at Paris. 
When a few of them, who professed a regard for religion, were 
presented by an English lady with some religious tracts, they 
paid not the least attention to them, but said, ‘Ah! Madam, 
these things do very well in England”—and then throwing 
them down, with a shrug of the shoulder, which, with the French, 
is infinitely expressive, told her, that they were not worth a peru- 
sal. 

If, shocked by the melancholy state of morals and religion 
amongst the Protestants of France, we turn to the Catholics, the 
grieved and afflicted mind obtains no relief. There, however, 
we form. no expectations, and are certainly spared the pain of 
disappointment. It is not enough to say, that the Sabbath is 
with them like every other day ; itis more gay, more dissipated, 
more devoted to pleasure and tovice. On that evening, above 
all others, the stage throws out its fascinations, and twenty theatres 
with their unfolded doors receive the giddy multitudes. °Tis 
then that the public walks are most thronged—that the boule- 
vards are the gayest—that the cafés are the fullest—that the 
haunts of pleasure and of vice, are most crowded with vota- 
ries—while the various assemblies and parties of the higher class- 
es, complete the scene of dissipation, and perfect the circle of the 
vices that desecrate in this abandoned city, God’s most holy 
day. Itis the females chiefly who attend mass and confession 
on the Sabbath morning—and this only to make way for every 
indulgence during the rest of the week. The men pay but little 
regard, even to the external forms of their religion ; while multi- 
tudes of those whose profession and interest attach them to the 
church and compel their observance, secretly despise them: so 
that the Catholic religion in France is little more than infidelity 
under another title—scepticism attired in the habit of a monk— 
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and the same system, with the name of Voltaire erased, and that 
of Pius the Seventh inserted in its stead! 

When I contemplate the present state of France—when I see 
one part of the population the victims of the grossesi superstition, 
and under the deacly influence of a mercenary and an artful 
priesthood—when [ see another part, bowing at the shrine of in- 
fidelity, and devoted only to the gratification of their sensual ap- 
petites and basest passions—when I see the few who profess a 
purer system, and who ought to show a better way, sunk in the 
arms of a spiritual apathy, as dead to the things of God—as uns 
concerned about the Redeemer’s kingdom—as indifferent to their 
own cternal interests—as gay, as volatile, as much the lovers ot 
pleasure, as the rest—and think of the introduction of the gospel 
amongst them, and their moral and spiritual improvement, | am 
ready to exclaim, if the Lord should open windows in heaven, this 
thing might be: but to all human probability, it is an era far dis- 
tant, and against its arrival, the most formidable obstacles seem 
to have arisen. I limit not the Holy One of Israel—I know that 
all things are possible with God, and he that breathed upon the 
slain in Ezekiel’s valley of vision, can quicken into spiritual life, 
even in this abandoned city, an exceeding great army to profess 
his name and propagate his word, and, if necessary, to seal their 
testimony with their blood. Let British christians feel for 
the melancholy state of the neglected centinent; and while mul- 
titudes of their countrymen are repairing to it for the various pur- 
poses of amusement and of pleasure, and often leave no very fa- 
vourable traces of British piety, or British morals, or even Bri- 
tish honesty, in their passage through it, let others visit it with a 
more benevolent aim—to promote amongst them the circulation 
of the scriptures, to excite their attention to the word of God, by 
conversation and by tracts, and to forward, by their contributions 
and their advice, the establishment. of schools, for the instruction 
of the children. Divested of the habits and prejudices which 
are deeply rooted in the hearts and lives of their parents, they 
present a more hopeful scene for the cultivation of the moral and 
spiritual philanthropist. There by the blessing of heaven, the 
seed that is sown may germinate, and future generations reap 
the abundant harvest. ‘Though there are many discouraging cir- 
cumstauces, and the case may seem desperate, to the contempla- 
tion of an ordinary faith, yet lam persuaded much may be done 
in this dips while success hae crowned the exertions of 
christian benevolence in every other quarter of the globe, and 
the moral wastes of India and of Africa, and the wilds of America, 
have already began to bud and blossom as the rose, the pious ef- 
forts and the fervent prayers, which seek the moral renovation of 
the continent of Europe, shall not be in vain! 

Your’s, &c. 
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P. S. Perhaps ifa Frenchman, acquainted with’ the violations 
of the Sabbath which occur in our own country, and the scenes 
of gayety and dissipation which abound in our own metropolis on 
that day, were to read this letter, he might be disposed to retort 
apon me the old proverb, ‘* Physician heal thyself.°? The tra- 
velling—the feasting—the business—the dissipation—the diver- 
sion—the recreation, to which, in various ways, and through all 
the ramifications of society, this day is devotedeven amongst us, 
constitute, unquestionably, a great national crime, and must be 
peculiarly offensive to Him, who has set apart this day, above all 
others, for himself, and hallowed it by his express and positive 
command. Yet, still the difference is great; and deeply as Eng- 
land is involved in this enormous guilt, every Briton that feels in- 
terested for the welfare of his country, must rejoice that she has 
not gone the lengths in this crime that most of the states of chris- 
tendom have done. Her violations of the Sabbath are individual ; 
theirs are national. Her government protects the Sabbath; 
theirs leave it undefended, nay is the first to violate it. None of 
our public places of amusement, licensed by the state, are open 
on that day; Aere, they all are.—No public works with us -are 
suffered to proceed on that day ; here they are little, if at all dis- 
turbed : and from the pavier in the street, to the actor on the 
stage, all seem as busy in promoting the convenience and amuse- 
ment of the people on that, as on any other day. While with re- 
gard to the maintenance of public worship, and the numbers that 
attend, there is no comparison. It feels like the Sabbath day in 
England. Trade and commerce cease, and there is much tore mind 
the Sabbath-breaker, as he passes along, that he is profaning 
God’s holy day. But this is not the case here; the city and its 
inhabitants present one uniform scene of gayety and indifference ; 
and were it not for the processions which sometimes occur upon 
the festivals of the church, a man, who never counted the days or 
consulted his almanack, might live for months and years in Paris, 
and not know that a Sabbath had passed. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Extracts from the Speeches delivered at the last Annual Meeting. 


(Continued from page 273.) 


REV. DR. COLLYER. 


With feelings which absolutely overpower me at the present 
moment, I rise after my venerable and esteemed friend and fa- 
ther, to second the resolution that has been proposed to you. 

There is in the Report itself, in the extent of Missionary la- 
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bours, in the changes which have taken place in the affairs of the 
Society, in the predominance of the goodness and power of Pro- 
vidence amidst all those changes, something that excites feelings 
neither to be expressed nor repressed. 

I need not enter into the grandeur of Missionary objects, nor 
into afguments in support of Missionary labours. This has al- 
ready been done with an effect not to be augmented. 

When I was listening to the statement of yesterday morning, it 
appeared to me as though the four quarters of the world had lent 
their assistance in pleading that cause in which all the world ig 
interested. As though the East had given her imagination, the 
West her classic eloquence, the North her cool and discrimina- 
ting judgment, and the South that ardent fire of heart, which we 
behold burning at a distance, but which we cannot enkindle in 
our own bosoms. 

I pass on from this topic, to one thing which has always ap- 
peared to me the rallying point of the Missionary Society ; and 
which I am persuaded will be her salvation asa Society, so long 
as God himself takes an interest in his own cause ; and that. is 
the great principle of union upon which she is founded; and | ho- 
nour her for it, for she is the origin, in the present day, of this 
principle, in its application to Society: she has had many sons 
and daughters siace, but like Jerusalem, ‘she is the mother of 
them all.’ Ican remember when she bore the peltings of twelve 
years, for that very spirit and principle which now excites all the 
religious world to emulation: when we were told of the incon- 
gruous materials with which we were building the temple, that 
there could be no cement to keep them together; that the founda- 
tion was laid too wide ; that there would be no means of carrying 
on the building. These were dreams of men wise in their owa 
conceits, who had forgotten that word which lays the foundation 
of all true religion in love; and love is a principle that will not 
fail to assemble around itself all denominations, and all parties, 
in one common bond of union, and one common field of co-opera- 
tion. Now suppose the Missionary Society had listened to these 
suggestions, instead of assembling in this spacious place of wor- 
ship to day, which belongs to another denomination, we might 
have been meeting in an upper chamber; or have found the 
smallest of our places of worship large enough in which to have 
met for a cause conducted on such a scale: but the Missionary 
Society believed the prophecies of God rather than the predic- 
tions of men: it dared to believe that the last prayer of Jesus 
should be answered: ‘that they all may be one :’ they believed 
also what he said when he told the Jews, who wanted to act in 
this sectarian spirit, ‘Other sheep have I, which are not of this 
fold ; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and,’— 
what then? shall they be divided? No, but—*‘ they shall be one 
fold, and one Shepherd.’ I congratulate the Missionary Society 
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on this spirit, because it is the only spirit worthy of the cause in, 
which she is embarked. It wonld be a bad example to our mis- 
sionaries, and presenta miserable spectacle to the heathen, if we 
were sending to them a Bible that speaks harmony, while we our- 
selves were torn asunder in endless divisions. We compromise 
no principle in this union: no man is here invited to come to be a 
churchman, or to come to bea dissenter; but every man is called 
uponas a lover ofthe gospel,anda follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to labour in the common work ; andif another spirit—a spirit dis- 
tinct from this had obtained, and like unruly and fretful children, 
we hadchosen to walk alone,we might have been digging.planting, 
and watering a little corner of our own land, or a foreign land, in- 
stead of throwing the seed of life over the desolated face of na- 
ture, so that now, * the wilderness and the solitary place are glad 
because of them, and the desert springs and blossoms like the 
rose.’ I admire the spirit because it is a pledge of success to 
the missionary cause. I remember the glorious prayer which 
the apostle put up when he said, ‘ Now the God of peace be with 
you all;’ and J admire this spirit because it is the representation 
and symbol, the foretaste of that which shall take place on the face 
of the whole earth, when all the churches of the Son of God 
which are planted throughout the world shall become one. Itis 
— tine we should learn to breathe a little of that air which is 
the only air we can breathe by and by—the air of heaven, which 
is the air of love. 

God has prospered this society by giving increasing scope to 
its labours, and this has brought upon ita debt, which it is your 
duty, and] am sure it will be your pleasure to liquidate. Success 
is certain. The object of the missionary society is God’s honour, 
and the means prescribed are God’s means; therefore no objec- 
tions which have been made, or can be made, regarding the inade- 
quacy of the means to the end can by possibility bear upon that 
head. If God had commanded me with Ezekiel, to goand preach 
to the dry bones,] should be certain, that by preaching, I could not 
raise them, but I would do it because he bade me. And this is 
the simple ground on which the missionary society proceeds. It 
does not pretend to be wiser than God, or to know better than 
the Redeemer, what will further his interests, but takes his com. 
mission into its hand, and when he says, ‘Go into all the world,’ 


it goes. Let us but do what he commands us, and leave the re- 
sult to him. 


REV. MR. ORME, (of Perth.) 


I come from a distant part of the country, and though I have 
never been present at the Anniversary of this Socicty, I have of- 
ten been present in spirit, joying and beholding its order, and the 
steadfastness ofits zeal forthe glory of Christ; and I trust that what 
1 have witnessed on the present occasion, will long live in my re- 
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membrance, and be cherished with the most grateful affection as 
among the finest specimens of British love and British zeal that I 
have ever had the privilege to behold. I come, Sir, from a colder 
region than yours, perhaps in more senses than one, and I come 
rather to warm myself than to attempt to warm others 

As I am perhaps the only individual from Scotland who enjoys 
the honour of addressing you this’ morning, I must in my own 
name and in behalf of my countrymen express our gratitude and 
our thanks to this society, and to the christian people of England 
for the support and assistance which they have afforded to the Edin- 
burgh Missionary Society. 1 may be allowed perhaps to speak 
of what Scotland has done towards the promotion of the general 
interests of christianitys Scotland has*the honour to furnish one 
of the most eminent examples of missionary devotedness, and mis- 
sionary zeal, that perhaps the world ever saw since the days of 
the Apostles. I hardly need to mention the name of David 
Brainard, who was supported by the society in Scotland ; I do 
not speak of his literary qualifications, though they were consi- 
derable, but of his unfeigned piety, his abounding love to God, 
his patient sufferings, and his indefatigable labours, to which he 
finally fella sacrifice. But this Society itself has been indebted * 
to Scotland for some of its more honoured and useful missionaries : 
for a Milne and a Morrison, and may [ not also add of a Camp- 
bell and a Philip, of whose arrival at the place of gestination we 
have heard this morning? who, theugh they do not occupy ex- 
actly missionary stations, have set us an example of zeal and 
disinterestedness well worthy of our imitation. To Scotland also 
this Society has been indebted for one of the most valuable and 
now venerable of its founders—a father too of its numerous 
sons—whose hoary hairs are now become a crown of glory to 
himself, and [ am sure you will go with me when I say a crown of 
glory also to this society. 

This society has been indebted to Scotland also for some of 
the ablest of its advocates, and some of the warmest of its friends : 
and when I mention the name of a Waugh, a Chalmers, and 
Wardlaw, Ido not form an unnatural coalition, a combination 
which any of those individuals would disapprove of, although 
they belong to different communities: I entwine a three-fold curd 
that cannot be easily broken. 


W. WILBERFORCE, ESQ. 


I rise, gentlemen, to second the motion which has now been 
made, and I beg leave, Sir, to assure you, and to assure this meet- 
ing, that the excuse I made when I entered, for not having sooner 
come to this place was no idle and and empty apology. | cannot 
but feel regret that I have not sooner had the honour of taking a 
personal share in your proceedings ; and although, undoubtedly, 
{ have myself contributed to your funds, yet 1 cannot but almost 
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grudge you the privilege of enjoying meetings of this kind from 
which I myself have been unfortunately debarred. 

When! read your report of what has taken place at Otaheite; 
that there your missionaries, after a long course of dark and _ bar- 
ren desolation, had at length been blest with the full radiance of 
the Sun of glory, | cannot but congratulate you all on having 
been instrumental in the production of such effects, while I join 
with you in grateful acknowledgments to that Being who has 
crowned your labours with this extraordinary success. I confess 
frankly, that the accounts which I read of the wonderful success 
of your missionaries had no small share in inducing me to join 


‘your party on the present day. I felt also that I had obligations 


to you which I am glad to express, on account of the labours of 
your missionaries among that peculiar class of our fellow-crea- 
tures, who from the circumstance of being the most oppressed, the 
most injured, the most degraded, had, on that account, the strong- 
est claim to your compassion: and as there is no set of people 
who stood in more need of your benevolent attention, so there is 
no people more ready to receive instruction: the field indeed 
seems almost ripe for the harvest. 

That undertakings like these could produce in rational men any 
disposition to hostility; or that, ina country which calls itself 
christian, there should not be at once a universal desire to make 
all other countries partakers of the blessings which we ourselves 
so eminently énjoy, is astonishing. Why, Sir, if it were only 
temporal blessings which are to follow the communication of 
christianity, how can we bestow tltem on so large a scale, as by 
inducing through the blessing of God, that single seminal prizci- 
ple of all humanity, proceeding from the tree of life, which is ap- 
pointed for the healing of all the diseases of our common nature. 
Sir, it isthe more necessary to say this, because we know that 
there have been those who, professing themselves to be wise, have 
become fools : they have talked of the superior virtue,as well as all 
the other superior advantages of men, in a state of unreclaimed 
nature. Sofarhave they presumed upon our ignorance as to state 
that the Hindoos were the most innocent people upon earth, and 
that the nations, in general, in proportion as they were uninstruct- 
ed, were only exercising their reason less under the influence of 
bigotry and superstition. China, therefore, was held forth as a 
country where notonly the arts were carried tohigh perfection, but 
also principles of sound morality and true humanity! I must say, 
Sir, we were too long disposed to listen to such stuff as this: but at 
length the missionaries went forth, and have disabused the world 
of these atrocious falsehoods; | say atrocious, because they are in 
direct hostility to every measure that can benefit mankind here, or 
Jead them to happiness hereafter. We know also, that in the 
southern Islands where your missionaries have laboured with so 
much success, it has been stated that there was such a general 
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kindness, and mildness, and tenderness among them, that we 
could scarce hope to render them any service by communicating to 
them the light of the gospel. Undoubtedly, it is a melancholy 
truth, that for some time all our intercourse with them was of a de- 
grading nature, and we only left among them the recollection of 
our crimes. 

But at length we have been awakened to the duties we had to 
perform, and sent forth those who have laboured in this blessed 
field ; and, as if to exercise our faith and patience, although for 
some timeyour missionaries were unsuccessful, yet at last the glad 
tidings of their success arrive,and you now have a rich reward 
for all your labours ! 

In India itself there begins to be an improvement. ‘The bones 
already begin to exhibit signs of life and motion: we now hear 
of it withthe hearing of the ear, and we doubt not but there also 
God will bless us with an abundant harvest. Sure I am, that our 
progress has already been greater than we could possibly ex- 
pect ; and we must be struck with the manner in which it appears 
to be proceeding: for whereas the objection here universally 
was that there was extreme danger in our venturing so much as 
to touch the religion of the natives of India—it seems, as if to 
give the lie to all.such falsehoods as these, it pleased Almighty 
God to make them the instruments of their own conversion: and 
they are actually coming forward themselves and requesting in- 
struction by ineans of the numerous schools which are establish- 
ed. Itis delightful, Sir, and I am sure it is an exercise to which 
we are prompted by every sense of duty, to mark the workings 
of Providence,and observe how faith and prayer are answered 
by different means according to different circumstances in which 
men are placed. And, Sir, if all other objections against our be- 
ing forward, and eager to communicate to those who are sit- 
ting in darkness, this marvellous and wonderful light are found in- 
sufficient, how much less should that bigotted attachment to sects 
an parties prevent ouruniting together for that common purpose, 
I fecla satisfaction in, as it were, publicly trampling upon it. Sir, 
{ will not conceal here, | should be ashamed if I could do it, that 
fam, on principle, a conscientious member of the church of 
England. I believe it is a benefit to this country that it should 
subsist, and to our dissenting friends as well as ourselves—but 
Sir, shall I then be retarded in attempting to promulgate the know- 
ledge of our common Saviour by any idea that I will not unite 
with a dissenter? ‘There is something so shocking, so monstrous, 
something that indicates such an unacquaintedness with the real 
principles of true christianity, that lam ashamed such a feeling 
should have place in any heart. Sir, I confess for my part, 
that however these distinctions and little inclosures may be ne- 
cessary for us while we are at home, that | feel a sort of sacred 
pleasure in rising to an elevation where I am above them all. J 
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am sure! get nearer to heaven, whenI rise in this way above 
those petty distinctions, and rejoice to believe that the time will 
come when they will be no longer, but when God will be all inall ; 
and our blessed Saviour himself be honoured and praised with- 
out any of those little distinctions of denomination which we 
know in this lower world. But I am detaining you: (hear, hear) 
I only say that J most gladly second the motion that has been 
just made. 


(To be continued.) 


= 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extracts from Speeches delivered at the fifeenth Anniversary. 
(Continued from page 211.) 
Lorp TEIGNMOUTH. 


* Gentlemen, 

“ Our expectations ofa renewal of that gratification which the 
growing prosperity of our institution never fails to impart, have 
not been disappointed on the present occasion; and in every 

oint of view in which it is contemplated, its aspect is exhilira- 
ting. The christian sympathy of the British public has largely 
and liberally responded to the call of their piety and bepevo- 
lence, for support and co-operation in the charitable design of 
communicating to all mankind the treasures of divine truth and 
knowledge; and this country, while it cordially rejoices in.the 
emulstive exertions which it has excited among so many nations, 
still evinces a disposition to maintain a precedency in the accom- 
plishment of that undertaking to which it had the happiness to 
give birth. Our associates, in every part of the world, continue 
toact, with their usual, and, in many instances, with. increased 
energy. They feel, withus, the pleasure of a work which finds 
its own remuneration in the bencfits which it confers, and in the 
enlargement of a charitable and religious feeling in those who 
participate it. On the other hand, the disposition to receive the 
blessing which we distribute, is as general, and ardent, as the 
wish to grant it. The seed of the word has been widely scattered 
over the face of the earth. In many soils it has taken deep 
root, and has produced an abundant harvest; while the veil that 
eonccaled the light of the glorious gospel from some heathen na- 
tions, has been withdrawn, and they are now beginning to rejoice 
in its warmth and illumination. And thus, by the influence of 
the spirit of our association, and the application of its means, 
mankind have been largely benefited, charity has been exalted 
and diflused, the Bible is honoured, and God, the Author of it, is 

glorified. 

“On reviewing the history of our Institution, it cannot have es- 
caped observation, that times and circumstances have been re- 
narkably favourable to its progress, and that it has never wanted 
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means and instruments, for the furtherance of its objects, when- 
ever they were required. Without entering into all the details 
which this observation suggests, I would briefly advert to two or 
three instances, only, in support of it. The period at which the 
society was formed, has been already noticed. At that period, 
and for some years afterwards, the power which has. since shown 
a disposition to impede the progress of our Institution, wanted in- 
fluence, and, of course, the means of counteraction. Our three 
agents, who, by the exercise of a sound discretion, no less than 
by their zealous activity, have so largely: contributed to promote 
the interests of the society in the north of Europe, originally went 
thither under a different patronage, and with different views: and 
the connexion of two of them with the society, was, in fact, the ef- 
fect of the disappointment of their intentions to proceed to an 
ulterior and remote destination ; a disappointment, which, how- 
ever they might have regretted at the time, has led to circum- 
stances of incalculable importance to a large portion of the hu- 
manrace. But the instance to which I would particularly ad- 
vert, of the coincidence of means with the views of the society, 
is that of the facilities afforded for the communication of the doc- 
trines of salvation to heathen nations. For this purpose, trans- 
lators, out of the common course, and of no ordinary attainments, 
were required. ‘They have been found in the Russian dominions, 
in Labrador, and in China: above all, in India, and there par- 
ticularly among the Baptist missionaries, whose arrival in that 
country preceded the formation of our Institution by a few years 
only, and who have printed Versions of the Scriptures, or parts 
of them, in not less than sixteen dialects in which they never be- 
fore appeared, and are now prosecuting their meritorious labours 
to an indefinite extent. But far be it from me to ascribe that 
prosperity in which we have so much reason to exult, either to 
the influence of the principle of our Institution, or to any means 
and agency purely human; the praise of it is wholly and exclu- 

sively due to Him alone, from whom all holy desires, all good 

counsel, and all just works, do proceed. To his influence on the 

human heart we must ascribe the disposition manifested by chris- 

tians of so many denominations and confessions to unite their 

hearts and hands in one grand and glorious effort to communi- 

cate the knowledge of the perfections of the divine character 

and administration to their fellow creatures, through the medium 

of that holy book in which it is revealed and displayed. Nor 
could we indulge a hope of the continuance of the divine favour, 

if it were not accompanied with pious gratitude for that blessing 

which hitherto has so signally attended our proceedings. Much 

remains yet to be done for millions within the pale of christiani- 

ty ; and it is an awful and impressive consideration, that of those 

millions many are daily passing into eternity, who may never have 

possessed or seen any portion of the sacred records. We are, 
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moreover, engaged in a warfare against two most inveterate ene~. 


mies of human happiness,—Idolatry and’ Superstition; and it 
must be vigorously and perseveringly maintained, even though 
it should prove interminable, But our enemies, however formi- 
dable, we know, are not invincible. Our cause is good: it will 
have the prayers of thousands for its success. Our allies are nu- 
merovs, zealous, and united. Our arms are proved, and, I trust, 
our supplies will never be deficient. We employ no weapon of 
earthly temper, or human fabrication; we use no sword but that 
of the spirit. The dignity of monarchs, the zeal and piety of the 
learned ; the strength of the mighty, and the weakness of the fee- 
ble, are enlisted under the banners of the Bible, to share and ex- 
tend its triumphs; proclaiming, as they march, “ Glory to God 
in the highest, on earth peace, and good will to men.” 


Wittram Wivserrorce, Esq. M. P. Vice President. 


** My Lord, what has been said upon other occasions is strictly 
true, that, when we come to form any adequate idea of the real 
benefits which result from our Institution, the very magnitude of 
them, the very immensity of the scale of the building, prevents 
our having any just and due feeling concerning it. It is too large 
for us to comprehend, and to grasp with the ordinary feelings of 
our nature. In order to form amore just conception of the bene- 
fits to arise from our labours, we shall do better to banish from 
our minds all the ideas of empires and nations, and take a single 
copy of the Scriptures, follow it into the little dwelling in which 
it is delivered, and see those who have not enjoyed the benefits 
of instruction, with which a bounteous Providence has favoured 
us, hanging upon the words of truth and mercy that are there re- 
corded for the consolation of the sorrowful, and for easing the 
guilty heartof its pangs. Then we behold them witha deep 
feeling of compunction, reading of a Saviour who died for sinners, of 
a Holy Spirit promised them for the change of their natures, while 
a principle of gratitude begins to warm their hearts; soon you 
find them engaging in one common prayer, and a prayer, I trust, 
in which, we ourselves shall not be forgotten. 

** But when we come to consider, that this is but a single indi 
vidual case, taken from among those two million three hundred 
thousand of which we have beenspeaking, when we recollect, that 
the benefit conferred, adapts itself to all circumstances, suits all in- 
dividuals, from the monarch upon the throne to the peasant in the 
cottage, and becomes, to both alike,a spring of new life, and 
thought, and action; thatit is productive to individual improve- 
ment, of individual comfort, of domestic peace and happiness, of 
social delight and enjoyment; and that it goes on enlarging its 
sphere, till it enlightens kingdoms, and forms the cement of po- 
litical society ; I say, when, my Lord, you trace it in all its ef- 
fects, from man to man, from society to society, from nation to na- 
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tion, the world at length becomes too narrow for its operations, 
and you are carried onto that better and future state, where its 
blessings shall be seen in all their vast and endless dimensions. 

“There is something to my mind, I must confess, peculiarly 
delightful in those instances that are continually occurring, in 
which we find eur labours attended with the approbation of other 
countries, and even of some that had hitherto been the objects of 
our jealousy,and even hostility. | cannot doubt,but every one here 
present, shared in the feelings which I experienced, upon _hear- 
ing the address of the gentleman, who, witha singular felicity of 
circumstances, was Called, on this day of his birth, to attend our 
meeting ; and who assured us, that he was resolyed (a resolution 
which we shall all do well to make) to endeavour to carry into 
his life and practice the contents of that volume which he was 
dispensing to others. 

“The habits of my life, and the nature of my occupations, have 
naturally led me to regard things in a political way; and I well 
remember, especially in an earlier part of my life, that, having 
much to do with a very great commercial county, there was no 
part of the world more the object of our jealousy than the Levant, 
in which we were always dreading the injurious eflects of French 
influence in Turkey. Now, itis nota singular circumstance, that, 
through the means of that French connexion with Turkey, we 
ourselves are made confederate with France itself in the benevo- 
lent work of presenting, for the first time, to that nation, a ver- 
sion of the New Testament. I apprehend, my Lord, that the 
Levant Company, whatever benefits it may have conferred upon 
that part of the world,never made a present to the Turkish empire, 
which was half so valuable, and likely to be productive of such 
important results. 7 

‘‘ But of all the labours of this society, the one upon which 
my mind dwells with the greatest satisfaction, is that, which, al- 
though, at present, it is but an infant work, is yet an infant Her- 
cules, and begins to operate with a degree of force and vigour 
proportioned to the cause which animates it, and the extent of 
the sphere in which it has to act. I allude to the effects produ- 
ced in the East Indies by this society ; and ] am sure your Lord- 
ship will peculiarly feel the force of this observation, for no man 
was better acquainted than yourself with the nature of the diffi- 
culties with which christianity had there to contend. Undoubt- 
edly it was there that infidelity (to speak the language of Scrip- 
lure, the god of this world) seemed to have entrenched himself, 
as if secure on his throne, behind barriers that nothing could 
force. Inthis country, and in some other places, infidelity, if I 
may so express it, has been, upon its good behaviour, forced 
sometimes even to assume the credit of christian principles; but 
in the East Indies, we have had an opportunity of seeing this 
baneful principle, in all its native hideeusness; there infidelity 
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thought itself secure ; there the god of this world was not obliged 
to veil his real occupation, pursuits, and tendencies. What was 
the consequence, and what were the effects? We beheld all 
around us, smeared with blood, and polluted by lust and cruelty, 
scenes of such detestable barbarity, as seemed to be intended for 
the verv purposes of displaying his triumph over all the in- 
stincts of human nature, rendering parents destroyers of their 
own children, and children of their parents; inshort,; in every 
way of horror that can be conceived, mocking, and rioting, In 
deadly triumph over all the tender feelings of the human heart, 
and all the convictions of the human understanding: it was there, 
I say, that we saw what infidelity is, when left to its own free un- 
obstructed operation. AndO! my Lord, let us learn, hence, the 
blessings which we owe to christianity. Even the barrier has 
been forced. Forced, did I say ? No, even there, that almighty 
power which is able alone to enlighten the understanding, and to 
soften the heart, has not so much enabled us to get the better of 
them, as to make them conscious of their own darkness, credulity, 
and folly. ‘They have begun to be convinced, that all their 
pretensions to superior light and purity, all their claims to exclu- 
sive respect are ill founded :—they are, therefore, in that state 
which seems to render them peculiarly accessible to those Holy 
Scriptures which we are endeavouring to put into their hands.” 


(To be continued.) 


SWEDEN. 


Among the many improvements which have taken place under 
the adininsitration of Charles John, the reigning Prince, must be 
distinguished a new collection of hymns, intended to take the 
place of those heretofore in use, which were introduced in 1695 ; 
and a new public version of the Bible ;—the New Testament, par* 
of which is already completed. 





HOLLAND. 


We learn from the last annual report of schools for giving gra- 
tuitous instruction at Amsterdam, that in the eleven schools 0: 
this description, three thousand six hundred and fifty children re- 
ceive the rudiments of education, gratis: to which may be added, 
about eight hundred others who received instruction in the eve 
ning schools. 
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SPAIN. 


On the 30th of March last, the king signed an order for esta 
blishing one Lancasterian school in each of the towns of the king- 
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dom. The king has named a director general for all the schools 
on this plan in Spain, and acommittee of twelve grandees of 
Spain to protect the said schools. The Duke of Infantado, is 
President for life. All the schools are to be subordinate to the 
central -school established in the capital. This school which 
will consist of three hundred children, and has already 207, was 
opened the 4th of May, (1819) in which many children entered 
without knowing their letters: there are at present about thirty 
well established as apprentices. Government was astonished 
at the great rapidity with which the children learned, and the 
great economy that was observed. The Duke of Frias, who is 
at present in Paris, has offered, gratis, his ball room, in which the 
central school is now established. 


SCHOOLS IN INDIA. 


For several years past, an increasing attention has been paid 
to the education of the natives in India. Mr. Swartz generally 
annexed a school toa missionary station. Dr. John, encouraged 
by his example, pursued the same plan, and at the close of his 
days published an excellent tract on ‘Indian Civilization,’ to 
which were added ‘ Proposals for re-establishing free schools in 
India ;? this pamphlet has no doubt contributed much to the pro- 
motion of the system. 

The missionaries employed by the London missionary society 
have uniformly attended to this object. At VizacapaTam, Messrs. 
Cran and Desgranges commenced a school in 1805, and their 
first three pupils were the son of a Brahmin ; ina few months they 
had between thirty and forty children under their care. 

Mr. Loveless has directed his attention to schools in Mapras, 
from his first settlement there in 1805. For many years he was 
one of the masters of the male orphan school, in which there 
were, in 1806, three hundred children. He has since established 
schools in connexion with his chapel, and has about four hun- 
dred under his tuition. 

At Betvary, Mr. Hands and others have pursued the same 
plan. They have seven schools under their care, containing 
about four hundred children, all of whom read the scriptures. 
There are also schools in neighbouring villages in which one 
hundred and fifty children are instructed. 

In Travancore, Mr. Ringletaube employed five or six native 
schoolmasters, and had several boys in training to assist him in 
reading, writing, &c. ‘The labours of these schoolmasters’ said 
Mr. R. in 1812, ‘are of great advantage to the rising generation.’ 
Mr. Mead and Mr. Cnill will no doubt earnestly promote the in- 
crease of the schools in that district. 


Mr. Skinner and Mr. Fyvie commenced schools at Surat .im-: 
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mediately on their settlement there. ‘They had soon seventy 
children under their care, and the Scriptures are introduced. 
At Cuinsuran, near Calcutta, the late Mr May was remarka- 
bly successful in the establishment and management of schools. 
His plans was approved by the officers of government, by whom 
he was countenanced and supported ; and at the time of his death, 
there were in thirty schools under his superintendence, and that 
of Mr. Pearson and Mr. Hearle, about three hundred children. 
Mr. Townly and Mr. Keith have paid great attention to the 
same object in the populous city of Catcurra—built a school- 
room, engaged a poojah-house, and established a sunday school, 
&c. They will no doubt pursue the plan, especially as there is 
now a Sehool Society on a large scale, lately established by the 
most respectable inhabitants of Calcutta, European and native ; 
as also a School book Society, to furnish the schools with element- 
ary books, to both which institutions the London missionary soci- 


ety has liberally contributed. 
Mr. Le Brun is usefully employed in the care of schools in 


Mauritius. 

The exertions of other missionary societies are likewise highly 
laudable. The Baptist society commenced a school in Bengal in 
1809. In 1814, they published a tract, entitled, ‘ Hints relative 
to native schools ;? with proposals for the general support of an 
institution for their establishment. This has had a good ef- 
fect; and the number of children on the books is said to have 
exceeded ten thousand; more than 6,000 of whom actually at- 
tended. 

The church missionary society keep the same great object in 
view. Mr. Schnarre has taken the charge of the late Dr. John’s 
school establishments... Mr. Rhenius has diligently employed 
himself in forming schools in Mapras and other places. By the 
last return, there were more than 1,000 children in twenty-four 
schools connected with TrRanqueBar, and 456 in thirteen schools 
connected with Madras. 

Besides these, there are other schools in Travancore and 
other places, under the direction of chaplains associated with the 
Madras committee, inclucing more than two thousand children. 

The establishment at Bunpwan, under the care of Lieut. Stew- 
art, flourishes greatly. About 1,000 children are instructed ; 
many more schools will probably be extended irom Burdwan asa 
centre. 3 

The Wesleyan missionaries are conducting schools on an exten- 
sive scale in Ceyton in various parts of the island. ‘The last 


return stated the number of children to be nearly 4,000. 
From this sketch of the progress of schools in India, it will 
appear that more than twenty thousand of the poor ignorant child- 


ren of idolatrous Hindoos 


re new learning to read; and it 
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highly probable that in a few years the number wil] be doubled, 
yea, become tenfold what it now is. 

When we consider the midnight darkness in which a hundred 
millions of Hindoos are involved, we must rejoice in the adoption 
of this plan for the instruction of their children. ‘ Not that,’ say 
the Baptist missionaries, ‘ they are expected, nor specifically in- 
tended to convert the natives; their direct and immediate object 
is that of capacitating them, by instruction in their childhood, to 
see things as they are when their understandings are matured. 
By degrees the children in many places will be induced to read 
the scriptures ; if not in the schools yet at home. Their parents 
will be also induced to read them. The temporal advantages 
which the children receive in the schools will operate favourably 
on the minds of the parents ; they will esteem Europeans who so 
disinterestedly labour for the good of their children, and they 
will be more disposed to attend the public ministry of the mis- 
sionaries. By the blessing of God, therefore, on these, as sub- 
ordinate to the preaching of the Gospel, the greatest ultimate 
benefit may be anticipated—the everlasting salvation of multi- 
tudes of the Hindoos. 


NEW COLLEGE AT SERAMPORE. 


A prospectus of a new college at Serampore for the education 
of christian, native, and other youth, has been lately published. 
The plan is of considerable magnitude. His excellency the 
Marquis of Hastings has consented to be the first patron of this 
new college; and its government is placed in the hand of the 
Serampore missionaries, who have given their premises for the 
use of the institution until suitable buildings can be erected. ‘The 
main object is to instruet native youth in the Sanscrit language, 
that they may be enabled, by a thorough knowledge of the sa- 
cred books of Hindus, to compare the tenets of Brahma and of 
Bouhdism with the doctrines of christianity, and thus become 
qualified for spreading a knowledge of the truth over Asia. 


——$__-__ 


DOMESTIC. 


American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
The Isles shall wait for his law. 


FRIENDS OF MAN AND OF THE REDEEMER OF MAN, 


In the good providence of nim, who “ hath made of one blood 
all nations of men—and determined the times before appointed 
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and the bounds of their habitations; that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him and find him ;””—several 
youths, natives of the Sandwich Islands, have been brought to 
our shores, and favoured with a temporary residence in these re- 
gions of light. Seven of them have been placed under instruction 
in the Foreign Mission School, at Cornwall, (Con.) and their 
improvement in knowledge, human and divine, has fully answered 
the most raised expectations of their patrons, benefactors, and 
friends. 
“ O what a wonderful thing it is,”’ said one of them, “ that the 
hand of the Divine Providence has brought me here from that 
heathenish darkness, ‘where the light of divine truth never had 
been. And here J have found the name of the Lord Jesus in the 
Holy Scriptures; and have read that his blood was shed for 
many.—O what a happy time I have now, while my poor friends 
and relations at home are perishing with hunger, and thirsty, 
wanting of Divine Mercy and water out of the well of salvation : 
My poorcountrymen, who are yet living in the region and shadow 
of death—without knowledge of the true God, and ignorant of 
the future world—have no Bible to read—no Sabbath—and all 
these things are unknown to them. I often feel for them in the 
night season, concerning the loss of their souls.—May the Lord 
Jesus dwell in my heart, and prepare me to go and spend the re- 
maining part of my life with them. But not my will, O Lord, 
but thy will be done.-—O do not cease to pray for me, and for 
Tennooe, and for the poor ignorant people at Owhyhee.” 

The will of the Lord Jesus is done. The dear lamented Oboo- 
kiah was not to return to Owhyhee. ‘But his prayers and sup- 
plications, with many tears for his “ poor friends, and relations, 
and countrymen’’—which he ceased not to offer, until his soul 
rested in the bosom of his Saviour—will not be forgotten in 
heaven; nor must they be forgotten on earth. 

Four of his surviving companions appear to have been made 
partakers of the same grace, to be filled with the same spirit, and 
to be burning with the same desire. 

Shall the holy flame be quenched ?—Shall these dear young 
disciples not be allowed and encouraged to return, and publish 
in their native isles the good tidings of great joy which in this 
land they have heard, and which shall be to all people. —But how 
shall they return ?—and how shall the great design, so dear to 
their hearts, so important to those whom they love, and to many 

thousands of human beings—be carried into efiect ?—Shall they 
be sent back alone—without means—without aid—for the ardu- 


ous, glorious enterprise ? 
this land of blessing, is not the voice 


Ye favoured dwellers in t 
as distinct—as clearly an expression of the Saviour’s good plea- 
sure—as was that which was heard at Troas? Not only does it 
sound from the graye. or from the celestial mansion, of Obookiah, 
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but even now “ there stand” men of Owhyhee, Woahoo, and 
and Atooi,* praying and saying, * Come over,’’ and send over, 
to the Sandwich Islands, and help us. 

The call has touched the hearts of many. Some have offered 
themselves to go; and the resolution to send is fixed. By or be- 
fore the middle of October next, Providence permitting, a mis- 
sion to the Sandwich Islands will be embarked at Boston, under 
the direction of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions ; comprising, besides four of the natives now at the 
Foreign Mission School, eight or nine of our own countrymen— 
most of them married, and one having a family of five children ; 
in all more than twenty-five persons: two, Messrs. Hiram Bing- 
ham and Asa Thurston, orddined Missionaries: two, Samuel 
Ruggles, and Thomas Hopoo, (a native of Owhyhee, and the 


friend of Obookiah) advanced in preparations for the ministry, 


and well qualified for Catechists and Teachers; a physician, a 
printer, and a prime farmer, with qualifications also for teaching. 
Individuals of the company are, besides, skilled in various me- 
chanical trades. 

To the interesting young Islanders all is hope and joy. To 
the devoted and beloved servants of the Lord Jesus, who go with 
them the sacrifices are great. Yet the love of Christ constrains 
them: and for the benefit of those who are ready to perish for 
lack of knowledge of him, they cheerfully relinquish their friends, 
their country, their earthly prospects and give up themselves and 
their all. Will not then this Christian community as cheerfully 
supply the requisite means for the various exigencies and purpo- 
ses of the Mission ? 

The expense, especially in the outset, evidently cannot be 
light. 

Fitting the vessel for so many passengers and ship-room for 
them, and for all that they should carry with them, will cost— 
according to a contract, made as is thought on quite reasonable 
terms—about two thousand dollars; the owner furnishing wood 
and water, but no provisions or stores. ‘The provisions and sea- 
stores, requisite for so large a company, during a voyage of five 
or six mouths, must be of no inconsiderable amount. And those 
who embark in this enterprise must be furnished besides with ma- 
ny articles for their sustenance and comfort after they shall have 
landed,—A frame, with materials for covering and finishing a 
small house for the immediate use of the mission family must be 
provided. Medicines for themselves, and for the benefit of the 
natives, in suitable variety, and liberal quantity; and a good sup- 
ply of the common implements of husbandry,—axes, ploughs, 
hoes, shovels, &c. &c. as also of the most important tools of va- 
rious mechanical arts—smithery, carpentry, &c. must be furnish: 


* The names of the three most important Sandwich Islands 
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“~ 








i 
ty 


ee eee Ie Ne ae 


so 






a 


OE Fa a 


| 
, 





PE Oo Se pe ce 


oC a 
sh orieieeine- denen th caine 


2 Oe eter ee Oe we 


346 Mission to the Sandwich Islands. 


ed. These tools and implements, in almost any given quantity, 
may be turned to good account for the purposes of the mission; as 
they will answer instead of money, and even better than money, 
for purchases to be made of the natives, and at the same time 
serve to promote their civilization. 

The plan of this mission requires a great variety of books, 
embracing the first rudiments of learning and extending to the 
higher branches of literature and science. The missionaries and 
their assistants will need ample means of pursuing study them- 
selves in various branches and all the stages of education; and 
aiaple means are needed to furnish a Seminary on heathen ground, 
where native teachers and preachers may be trained for useful- 
ness among their countrymen. English Bibles and Testaments 
will also be needed not only for the mission itself, but for distri- 
bution among British and American sailors, many of whom touch 
at the islands. A fount of types and a printing-press will be pro- 
cured. An abundant supply of stationary will also be required. 

But what is all this expense, in its utmost estimate,—compared 
with the object? It is a sentiment worthy of the respected preach- 
er by whom it was uttered :—‘ If the churches of New-England, 
knowing the purpose of God concerning Obookiah, had charter- 
ed a ship and sent it to Owhyhee, on. purpose to bring him to 
Christ and fit him for heaven; it would have been a cheap pur- 
chase of blessedness to men and glory to God :—and were there 
no other expedients now to rescue his poor countrymen for whom 
he prayed, the end would justify the constant employment of such 
means to bring the sons and daughters of Owhyhee to glory.’’* 
—lIs there a person in New-England, is there a believer in the 
Gospel on earth, who would not subscribe to this sentiment ?— 
Otaheite, Eimeo—the Society Islands; purged of their idols — 
cleansed from the blood of human sacrifices,—illumined with hea- 
venly light, resounding with grateful praises to Him who made, 
and has redeemed the world!——-of what comparative account are 
all the expenses and all the labours of the twenty years’ Mission? 
The Sandwich Islands are a larger and richer field for Christian 
charity and Christian hope; containing a population equal to one 
third of New-England, kindly disposed, cesirous of civilization, 
and of excellent mental endowments; the climate salubrious, and 
the soil exuberantly fertile. 

The fullest confidence is entertained, that this Mission will 
commend itself to the hearts of American Christians, and obtain 
an extensive and liberal patronage. But the bounty which shall 
be received in the outset will be doubly precious. The expense of 
setting the mission out must be heavy in proportion to what pro- 
bably will be necessary for supporting it afterwards: and besides 
large drafts upon the funds of the Board are urgently demanded 
for other objects; particularly fora large reinforcement now go- 
ing to Brainerd ; for the Mission to the Cherokees, of the Arkan- 

” Sermon on the death of Obookiah, by Rev. Dr. Beecher 
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saw; and for the Mission to Jerusalem. A special call, therefore, 
for immediate and liberal help has become necessary; a call 
which may be answered, and will, it is not doubted, be promptly 
and cheerfully answered by contributions and donations either in 
money or in such articles of various kinds, as are wanted for the 
voyage and the mission. 

Friends of man and of the Redeemer of man, is it not a rare 
opportunity—presenting itself at a moment when your store- 
houses, and barns, and fields, are demanding from youa grateful 
offering to the bountiful Parent of all?—the object is before you 
—the bringing of many thousands of fellow beings to light and to 
glory-—-Gop LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER. 

In the name of the Prudential Committee of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 

Boston, Aug. 23. 1719. S. Worcester. Cor. Sec. 

N. B. Any donations of sea-stores, books, medicines, imple- 
ments of husbandry, &c. designed for this mission, may be left at 
Mr. Armstrong’s, No. 50. Cornhill, on or before the first of Oc- 
tober. Such necessary articles as are not received in donations 
must be purchased. It is desirable, therefore, that all persons, 
who wish to aid the mission by specific donations, should leave 
them, as soon as convenient, at the place above mentioned. Any 
of the above described articles, which can be conveniently trans- 
ported, may be left with the Rev. Mr. Harvey, Goshen, or Henry 
Hudson Esq. Hartford, (Con.) or at the Otfice of the Christian 
Herald, No. 8. Murray Street, New York. 


-_— 


BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR THE U. S. 
{The American Baptist Magazine, for September, contains an interesting 
address of the Board of Missions, and we regret that our room will ad- 
init but a very few extracts. | 


The Board have reason for gratitude for the mercies that have 
been extended to the mission at Rangoon. The gospel by Mat- 
thew has been translated by Mr. Judson, and printed by Mr. 
Hough in Burman, and a few tracts, designed to explain the prin- 
ciples of the gospel, have been published in the same language. 
Messrs. Colman and Wheelock, with their wives, have safely ar- 
rived at their destination. The circumstance that their pious 
conversation and example were rendered instrumental to the con- 
version of several of the ship’s company, offers encouragement to 
future missionaries, and furnishes, we trust, a token of the success 
that shall crown their future labours. Experience has proved 
that the climate of Burmah is not unfriendly to health, while its 
population, and its proximity to China, Siam, and other mission 
fields, display the importance of the station. Difficulties, never- 
theless, must be expected. The manners of the Burmans are 
fierce and untractable, and their attachment to their idolatries 
blindly ardent. The recent military measures in the hither India, 
have created a spirit of jealousy among them, and induced the 
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suspicion that white men are emissaries. The Board would be 
ready to conclude that the stay of the brethren in Burmah de- 
pended on the caprice of the emperor, were they not satisfied 
that the hearts of kings are in the hands of the Lord. The de- 
sign of the late expedition of Mr. Judson, undertaken with a view 
of obtaining a convert from among the Mugs to assist in the mis- 
sion, is fully approved by the Board, and will, they have no 
doubt, meet the approbation of all the friends of Zion. The dis- 
appointments attendant on the voyage were such as no human 

rudence could foresee. They affectionately sympathize with 
their brother under the trial he has experienced, and pray that, 
as the means of surmounting every obstruction, himself and his 
associates may be favoured with an abundant “ supply of the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ.” 

The Board has viewed with satisfaction the labours of their 
missionary brethren Peck and Welch, at St. Louis. A Baptist 
church has been formed there, which is gradually increasing. A 
new place of worship, in a pleasant conspicuous part of the 
town, has been erected. It is already in part paid for. The 
church at Salem, Massachusetts, has generously aided the at- 
tempt by presenting the sum of one hundred and seventy-three 
dollars. It is hoped the benevolence of other churches and 
brethren will assist in extinguishing the remaining incumbrance. 
The brethren there have done much in opening and encouraging 
schools, in seeking acquaintance with Indian chiefs, and ascer- 
taining the circumstances of the tribes scattered through tlre 
territories. 

The high expense of living at St. Louis has produced regret 
and difficulty. The brethren have proposed that one of them 
remove to St. Charles, a neighbouring situation, where subsis- 
tence can be procured on easier terms, and the prospect of esta- 
biishing a permanent school is fair and inviting. The Board have 
approved the measure, and recommended its adoption. 

The assiduous and self-denying labours of their missionary, 
the Rev. Isaac M‘Coy, in the Illinois state, have imparted the 
liveliest pleasure. He has shown himself willing to forego the 
conveniences of a settled country, and to share, with the hope of 
diminishing, the afflictions of an uncivilized state of society. He 
is ready to live and die among the aborigines, if he may but be 
the means of teaching them the way to heaven through the know- 
ledge of the Lord Jesus. He had put upa plain building for his 
family, and as a place where the Indians might receive religious 
instruction. Since which he has found encouragement to settle 
on lands belonging to the United States, under circumstances 
which promise a greater sphere of usefulness. 

The labours of the Rev. Humphrey Posey among the Chero- 
kees, have been zealous, and marked with holy prudence. His 
schools have been well attended. A temporary suspension of 
them has arisen, chiefly owing to the unsettled state of the na- 
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tion; the question being as yet undecided whether they will con- 
tinue to occupy the soil of their fathers, or retire further west- 
ward. 

The Sandusky Indians, during the year past, kave been repeat- 
edly visited by Rev. Henry George, of Owl Creek, Ohio, who 
has expressed much satisfaction at observing their solemn atten- 
tion. 

The Rev. Mr. Eastman has begun his labours in the vicinity of 
Natches and St. Francisville. He feels himself greatly encou- 
raged. May the blessing of the Lord accompany his endeavours. 

Among the occurrences which have recently taken place west 
of the mountains, the Board has witnessed with no ordinary sa- 
tisfaction, the removal of a misapprehension on the part of their 
brethren of the Kentucky Baptist Mission Society. It has been 
the general opinion of the Board, that the reformation and spi- 
ritual welfare of the Indians, would be best promoted by mis- 
sionaries opening schools and preaching the gospel in the vici- 
nity of the tent and the wigwam. The Kentucky brethren were 
in favour of sending for Indian youth from the wilderness, and 
educating them in Kentucky. The Board sincerely wished them 
success. They were far from supposing that because the settling 
of missionaries in the bosom of the tribes seemed most promising, 
that this consideration ought to preclude attempts at instructing, 
in any way, the children of the aborigines; but to assist that So- 
ciety in its endeavours, by appropriating any of the funds in- 
trusted to their management, It was_ believed their responsibili- 
ties would not warrant. At a period when it became, for several 
reasons, peculiarly desirable that the sentiments both of the 
Board and of the Society should be understood in the clearest 
manner, the Rev. Mr. Rice, agent of the Board, was at the 
Great Crossings. The exposition of mutual views which then 
took place, terminated in a manner most pleasing and satisfac- 
tory. The Society voted itself an auxiliary to the Board, and 
the Board engaged to appropriate its funds to such objects, only, 
as the Society shall designate, and in every way to facilitate, to 
the utmost of their power, a common design. Such mutual and 
affectionate harmony among fellow-labourers in the service of 
the Son of God, is sweet as the ointment of Aaron, and refresh- 
ing as the dews of Hermon. 

A communication has been received from the Rev. O. B. 
Brown, of Washington city, stating that there are two coloured 
brethren of the church at Richmond, of good moral character of 
ardent piety, and possessing talents for the ministry, that have 
been tried for several years, and are much approved. ‘They are 
willing to leave America, and attempt, on the soil of their fore- 
fathers, to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. In the fall, 
it is expected, they will have an opportunity of going out in a 
vessel which will sail under the sanction of the President of the 
United States, They wish to place themselyes under the direc 
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tion of the Baptist Board of Missions, not so much for the sake 
of funds,—for these they in a good degree possess,—as for the 
purpose of receiving such counsel and information as the Con- 
vention or its Board may be able, time after time, to communi- 
cate, and to enjoy the assurances of their affection and co-ope- 
ration. The Board have taken these brethren under their pa- 
tronage, and encouraged them to spend the interval between the 
present time and their sailing, in improving their minds to the 
utmost practicable extent. The recommendation of the Convention 
to the people of colour to form and encourage mission societies, 
has been the means of exciting the zeal of these brethren to seek 
a home on Afric’s coast. 

Brethren, it is our happiness to live in an age when the cause 
of Christ is pressed on the attention of his people by the most 
reviving considerations. To each of us He is saying, “ It is good 
that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw 
not thine hand.” In the days of Nehemiah, when the wall about 
Jerusalem was building, it is mentioned, to the reproach of the 
nobles of Tekoa, that ‘* they put not their necks to the work of 
the Lord.” Work is placed before us, and requires to be execut- 
ed with all the migar that can be commanded;—while the eye of 
faith is directed for a blessing to the arm and promise of the Lord. 


Domestic Department of the Board. 


Indian School.--Among the numerous plans which the inven- 
tive benevolence of the present times has put into operation for 
advancing human happiness, the Inp1an Scnoot, established near 
the Great Crossings, Kentucky, it is believed, will not be one of 
the least efficient. The idea of educating the Indian youth in the 
English language, in the midst of civilization and the blessings of 
an improved social condition, offers itself to view, not as the vi- 
sionary dream of the imagination, but as the sober project of the 
understanding, calculated to produce the most substantial bene- 
fits tothe aborigines of our country. The experiment is now 
making on a plan, it is conceived, somewhat different from any 
that has yet been tricd—that of not merely educating the young 
natives in our own language, and in those general rudiments and 
elementary parts of learning, which area sort of common posses- 
sion in our improved state of society, but at the same time, as an 
essential part of the system, in the arts, and the industry, and the 
economy of civilized life.—This design relies for success on the 
game active and exalted benevolence which has given it exist- 
ence. For its enlargement and prosperity much will depend on 
the wisdom with which it shall be conducted, and the bounteous- 

ness of the charitable. Although objects which solicit the libera- 
lity of the public are greatly multiplied already, the Board can- 
not hesitate in making a distinct and solemn appeal to that libe- 
rality on behalf of this schoo! in Kentucky for educating young 
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indians. Nor can they, for a moment, sustain the burden of a 
doubt, that an enlightened community will extend an ample pa- 
tronage to this interesting object. The liberal deviseth liberal 
things, and by liberal things shall he stand! 

The opening of the School offers a prospect in no common de- 
gree gratifying to the wishes of those, who long for the arrival of 
the period when the wilderness and solitary place shall be glad, 
and when the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. David Tenny, who is in the 
employ of the New-York Evangelical Missionary Society of 
Young Men to the Publisher, dated— 

Kaskaskias, Illinois, Aug. 7, 1819. 





DEAR SIR, 

‘‘ | have resided in this State but a few weeks, and am 
the only Presbyterian minister in Illinois. Thus I stand alone, 
in a staté containing not less than seventy thousand inhabitants ; 
and the influx from other parts of the country is perhaps, with- 
outa parallel. This state has most imperious claims on New- 
York for assistance, as the latter is transplanting some of her 
most valued sons to this wilderness. Having travelled over much 
of this state, I am satisfied there are more emigrants from the state 
of New-York than any other. Another missionaryfrom the N. Y. 
Society is every day expected here; | long for his arrival. The 
Missouri Territory is the principal field of my labours, and there 
J have spent the most of my time since I have been in the employ 
of the Society, which is now nearly a year. As it respects the 
interests of Zion, in this Territory, | can only say, a dark cloud 
is suspended ; a few rays only break through—these revive the 
soul and keep it from sinking. Do, dear Sir, through the medium 
of your paper, engage the prayers of the friends of Immanuel 
in the east, to afford relief to the people in the west who are pe- 
rishing for lack of wisdom.” 

—_ 


AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY OF ASHVILLE, (N. C.) 
The second Annual Report of this Society, published in the 


“‘ WESTERN MONITOR,’ was read before the society on the 29th 


July 1819. It urges upon the public attention the importance 
of Bible institutions, in a highly interesting manner, and evin- 
ces, that the people, in that section of our country, are earnestly 
engaged in “ provoking one another’? to emulation in the glorious 
work of “circulating the Oracles of truth among the human fa- 
mily.”” We have not room for any extracts from this Report 
(whichis signed by the Rey. Francis H. Porter Cor. Sec.) and 
shall only add, that during the two years of its operations, 317 
dollars have been received and 358 Bibles purchased; 160 of 
which have been sold, or distributed gratuitously, and 198 are at 
the disposal of the Society. 
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Lines written by a Lady. 


COMMUNICATED.» 


Lines writien by a Lady on her recovery from a long and painfiti 


malady. 


Great and mysterious are thy ways O God ; 
How oft behind thy frowns awaits some good, 
But did not think so much was meant for me, 
Till *one whom Thou wouldst send, was sent by Thee. | 
So troubles gather in a frightful crowd, 
While blessings are conceal’d behind the cloud ; 
Thus gracious Father hast thou dealt with me, 
When toss’d about on life’s tempestuous sea ; 
The storm then threaten’d, and it seem’d severe; 
But yet my kind, my gracious God was near ; 
O! for the eloquence of grateful Paul, 
To speak the language of my raptur’d soul. 
Great God do thou direct and guide me still ; 
My mouth with praise and holy language fill ; 
That I thy goodness may with joy record, 
And speak the tender mercies of the Lord. 
In deep distress, through long revolving years 
I sighed and languished on a bed of tears, 
But He who saw my tears, and heard me pray, 
Sent down relief in his appointed way. 
Thus, “‘ at the last distressing hour 
The Lord displays deliv’ring power.” 
When I review the state in which I’ve been, 
Look at the hopeful case I now am in, 
Compare the present with my former state, 
What mix’d emotions doth the change create! 
These mercies, Lord, “ my rising soul surveys,” 
And fill my heart “ with wonder love and praise.” 
Thy mercy and thy favour still bestow, 
That I in faith and love may daily grow ; 
Daily bestow on me thy heavenly grace, 
And guide me in the path that leads to peace. 
Now let my soul in grateful anthems raise 
Her songs of love to my Redeemers praise. 
Assist the off’rings of my stamm’ring tongue ; 
Great is the work O Lord which thou hast done ; 
While I have breath thy goodness I’l] record, 
And sing the loving kindness of the Lord. E. H. 
uli 
William W. Woolsey Esq. has been elected Treasurer of the American Bible Se 


ciety, in place of Richard Varick Esq. resigned. 


——_ —— 


Through inadvertence our Correspondent “C” was not credited with the “ Epi- 


gram” mserted in our last. 


*Dr. J. S$. of New-York. 





